




It is so good to be partnering in ministry with you 
all! Since Iôm quite new on the scene and the normal 
opportunities for meeting a new pastor are not there 
because of the pandemic, I thought Iôd introduce 
myself a bit more. I grew up in Richfield, the son of 
Lutheran pastor turned research psychologist and a 
high school teacher. I have three older brothers, but 
lost my younger brother in 1986. I was a basketball 
player in high school and a philosophy major in  
college, eventually leading to a call to attend  
seminary. I met my wife, Heidi, around this time,  
as she was on her way to becoming an insurance  
executive. Heidi and I have two sons, Thomas, 26, 
and Connor, 22. Connor is finishing at the U of M in 
environmental science and Thomas is a professional 
saxophone player and instructor. Heidi and I love  
to travel, read, listen to music, watch movies and 
favorite TV shows together, meet up with friends 
and have date nights out to dinner. I have taken up 
cycling of late and love to exercise. I am also an avid 
photographer and have my own website.  

In my faith story, I have been shaped so much by my 
family of origin. My family of origin was essentially 
a small group that my parents led where we regularly 
had family devotions together, discussions about 
faith and theology, sang religious folk songs, and 
practiced faith rituals during special seasons. One 
example of this is what we did at Christmas every 
year and still do to this day with our extended family. 
On Christmas Eve, we all light our individual  
candles from the Christ candle and say, one by one, 
ñI am lighting my candle because I want Jesus to 
light my way.ò Then we each place our lit candle in 
its predetermined place on the family log. When 
weôre done, there is a sea of candles all lit up! This 
reminds us who we are, of course. My family defined 
for me what it means to be a Christian. This small 
group model is hugely relevant for us moving  
forward, as everyone needs a faith family of some 
kind ï several people with whom you can gather  
and work out your faith journeys with each other. 

I am also a passionate Lutheran! Because of my  
conviction that Lutherôs theology has so much  
relevance for today, I went back to school four years 
ago to work on a Masters of Theology degree at  
Luther Seminary. Weôre all trying to figure out how 
ñdo churchò in the 21st century, and that task is not 
easy. In my studies and ministry, I am devoted to 
helping Godôs church find ways to innovate, dig 

deep and discover Godôs preferred future for them  
in a new time. And that leads us to Advent and 
Christmas.  

A long time ago, God observed that his message was 
not getting across very well to the world God made. 
Meanwhile, the world yearned for a savior to rescue 
them from their brokenness. And God decided to get 
closer to the situation on the ground. Much closer. 
In becoming a human person - Jesus of Nazareth - 
God made a decision to pitch a tent with these  
rebellious, often misguided souls God made. God 
did this in order to relocate their existence in Godôs 
own life, a life that would embrace brokenness in  
all itôs dimensions, then rise again to new life. 

As we struggle with the discouraging reality of a 
pandemic this year and a culture that doesnôt seem 
to recognize its need for Christ, stay with us, Lord, 
in the tent youôve pitched with us! Remind us that 
you meet us where weôre at, fill us with new life in 
ever new ways, connect us to a community rooted  
in you, then invite us to join you in your mission in 
the world. Just as my own story always leads back  
to Christmas hopefulness and Easter proclamation, 
I know that Trinityôs story does as well. Our stories 
always come back to the foundational truths. 

I am so excited to be with you at Trinity. I am  
energized by your energy, and look forward to the 
ways that the incarnate God will lead us through  
the present wilderness. But rest assured, God will 
lead us through this, and it will be a privilege to  
accompany you on the journey! 

Have a blessed Advent and Christmas! 

Godôs Peace, 
Pastor John  


