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OUTREACH MINISTRY

WAYS TO SERVE
Jill Cornell, Shared Ministries Director | JillC@TrinityLongLake.org

I have found over the years, that when I try to do something good to help or serve another person, as the giver  
I receive so much more back in return. Time and time again, this was always evident to me through our mission 
trips to El Salvador, serving meals at a shelter, or being part of our local community meals. Sometimes just being 
present with another person and providing a listening ear is all that is needed.

This fall, we have opportunities to serve as an individual, family or group—some will be familiar to you and  
others will be new! I hope you will give one of these a try and see how God transforms you, as you serve others.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

Local Habitat   
Give your time to help build a better Twin 
Cities community. Our local build day is in 
Chaska on a new construction home. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

Simpson Shelter Breakfast   
Help cook and serve breakfast for the 
guests at the shelter. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

Walk for Water   

Be a part 
of Water 
Mission’s 
Twin Cities 
Walk for Water. We will generate  
awareness of the global water crisis  
and support for the 2.2 billion people 
around the world that do not have  
access to safe water. Trinity is one of  
the sponsors of this walk. 

SEPTEMBER 30 – OCTOBER 2
Two hours of your volunteer time packing 
meals will make a big impact on child 
hunger across the globe. Please see  
separate flyer enclosed for details 
or capture the
QR Code.

 

EL SALVADOR

Seeds of Hope   
Support a student’s education in El  
Salvador; our Seeds of Hope sponsorship 
program will be renewing sponsorships  
in the fall and looking for a few new 
sponsors for students.  

OCTOBER 9-16 & DECEMBER 4-11

Families Moving Forward   
While families are still staying in hotels 
through the end of 2022, as a host 
congregation we have two weeks this 
fall where we are providing support with 
food for breakfast, lunch and dinner.  

NOVEMBER 12-13, 2022
Our annual market not only brings the 
church and community together for a fun 
event, but all net proceeds generated 
from the market are donated to support 
other organizations doing great work. 
There will be many ways to help before 
and during the market. 

Ways to help now:

	• �Want to be a vendor?  
Applications  
are available  
on our website  
(scan QR Code) 
and due by  
September 15.

	• �We’re collecting 
“gently used” books (current),  
puzzles and games NOW for our 
resale section of the market.

Additional opportunities this fall will be supporting our local food shelves, community meals and more.
Upcoming weekly emails and bulletins will provide further details and sign-up information.  



Good people of Trinity,

My name is Eric Hoffer, and I’m the Pastor at Salem Lutheran in the 
Camden Neighborhood of North Minneapolis. A few years back, I heard 
from a wise elder that there were three essential elements in collaboration 
amongst faith communities: PRAYER, WORSHIP, AND FOOD (I might 
suggest adding service and fun into the mix, as well).

Toward the end of 2021, I emailed Jill Cornell, Trinity’s Shared Ministries  
Director, about the possibility of Trinity supporting a Christmas bag  
giveaway Salem was putting on for our neighbors that year. While  
supporting that specific project didn’t work out, Trinity generously shared 
some of the proceeds from year’s Agape Market with Salem’s Community 
Dinner Ministry. Since then, Trinity and Salem have continued to be in 
conversation about how we might grow in our partnership together.

Salem is a small, community-minded, active church in a diverse  
community. We know that, in order to live out our call as a church,  
we rely on many partners in ministry in our neighborhood and  
beyond. It’s been a joy to welcome Trinity members to serve at Salem’s  
community dinner, help host a large neighborhood BBQ and volunteer 
at Salem’s dining hall at the Minnesota State Fair. Additionally, it’s been 
a pleasure to be in conversation with Trinity’s Outreach Committee and 
pastors, as well as join y’all for a Summer Nights event!

We at Salem are excited to offer Trinity a new opportunity to be in  
relationship with fellow siblings in Christ. We hope to share what we’ve  
learned being a church in the city for over 125 years. We look forward  
to growing together in new and meaningful ways.  

Most of all, stay tuned for ways we can connect around prayer, worship,  
and—most definitely—food!

Christ’s Blessings and Peace be with you all,
Pastor Eric
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  Just a
sampling

A LETTER FROM PASTOR ERIC

  A New Partnership Begins

DORCAS CIRCLE
CARD MINISTRY
For the young, for guys or gals, celebrating or honoring, sending kind thoughts 
or gratitude, in sympathy...all because you care. 

The Card Ministry, led by Gloria Weeks & Sue Nelson, has its card creations for  
sale on the Get Connected Center, available anytime and for all occasions.  
Your generous support goes to Dorcas Circle’s outreach of supplies for Women’s  
Shelter, Bless the Years Celebration, Giving Tree and so much more.

Salem’s Community Dinner

Summer Nights
We Love Our Animals

Summer Nights



TRINITY
PRESCHOOL
Kelly Govrik, Preschool Director | Preschool@TrinityLongLake.org

Our school year is right around the 
corner! Trinity Preschool Staff is  
working diligently in order to provide 
a fun and beneficial curriculum for  
its students while also creating a  
welcoming, loving, safe environment.

We are eager to announce that we  
are updating our playground!  
Thank you to one of our Trinity  
Preschool families who generously 
donated the funds to do so. With  
their help we will be able to add a 
dramatic playhouse with a tunnel, a 
twist spinner, a sandbox and new soft  
turf grass! A big thank you to the  
company Burke, based out of Fond 
du Lac, Wisconsin for aiding us in 

getting the playground up and ready. 
Our hope is that it will be completed 
right as school begins. 

Trinity Preschool classes will begin  
on Wednesday, September 7th.  
We offer programming September 
through May:

3-year-old classes MW and TTh
4-year-old classes MWF and TThF 
Two PreK classes that run M–Th

Extended Care is available afternoons 
with enrichment activities that are 
planned for all ages. 

Staff is elated to see new and  
returning faces this fall. Another  
great year awaits! 
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Early August, I was grateful to join 
a group from Christ Presbyterian 
Church, Edina, as Trinity’s representative 
on a Colombia “Insight” trip led by  
Opportunity International. Since fall 
of 2020, our Outreach ministry team 
began lifting up the work of Opportunity 
to first a smaller group of “early  
adopters” from the congregation, 
second women at the Gather+Give 
Christmas event, then to the entire 

congregation with our 2021 Lenten 
offering focus.  

We visited some of the “poorest of poor” 
- people living on less than $1.90 a day, 
including the Sunflower community 
where our financial support has been 
directed. During a meeting with local 
pastors, it was shared, “People need to 
see themselves as God sees them- not 
as victims of their circumstances.” 
Opportunity’s programs such as Village 
Savings and Loans, the Graduation 
Model, and now Shalom have gone 
deeper to help those most in need. 
Partnering with churches has created 
valuable partnerships and has given 
pastors new tools to hear the stories of 

the people in their community with an 
in-depth and holistic understanding. 

Through all the people we met and the 
neighborhoods we visited, I could see 
how the work of Opportunity is meeting 
people where they are and providing 
the learning and encouragement they 
need to have a better life.   

We are planning to provide an  
opportunity this fall to hear and learn 
more from the trip and the work of 
Opportunity in Colombia. 

Shalom, Melanie DeLuca

OPPORTUNITY INTERNATIONAL 

  Providing Hope and a Hand Up



This year we were excited to see  
nineteen Trinity students apply  
and receive scholarship money to  
help them grow and develop their  
leadership skills. The Trinity  
Foundation encourages our students 
to engage in activities making a  
difference in the lives of others and  
in the communities where they live 
and learn. 

To apply for the scholarship money 
they were required to answer a series 
of questions that spoke to examples of 
their Christian leadership within five 
areas, where they showed compassion 
and acts of love; sharing their faith and 
being in fellowship with others; where 
they are being transformed and chal-
lenged as a leader; how do they serve 
and make an impact and what steps are 
they currently taking to grow into  
their leadership roles. 

The Trinity Foundation has a Board 
of six individuals who decide on the 
amounts to be given after receiving 
essays from those who applied.  
This year we saw an increase in  
applications. The Board plans to make 
some more announcements about 
ways church members can get more 
involved and understand the ways this 
is making a significant impact in the 
lives of many people.

If you would like more information 
about the Trinity Foundation and  
how you can give financially to it, 
please feel free to talk with Jason 
Folkerts, Pastor Adam or Mark Ihrke, 
Board Chair. 

Investing in the lives of our students 
and their Christian leadership path 
reaps positive rewards.
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TRINITY
FOUNDATION

COUNCIL PRESIDENT

CORNER
Hello, Trinity Lutheran Church members. 
I wanted to take minute to share my  
excitement over what has been  
happening at Trinity. The Summer 
Nights events have been so much fun 
and a great success! I hope you have 
found time to make it to a few. It has 
been great to not only see our church 
community but also to meet new people 
from our community and welcome them 
to be a part of our church family. All the 
Trinity staff and volunteers have put in 
countless hours to make these events 
fantastic. I hope I didn’t jinx it for the 
last two by writing this, but we have 
had perfect weather every Wednesday 
night. I am sad that Summer Nights 
is almost over but I hope you had 
a chance to come out and enjoy a 
relaxed evening on a beautiful summer 
night with good food and good friends. 

In true Minnesotan fashion, I love the 
change in seasons. Although I am 
bummed summer is almost over,  
I am looking forward to Fall. Not only 
because my kids are back in school, 
only minor repairs on the house from 
summer, but for what is happening at 
Trinity. Pastor Adam and the Trinity staff 
have been working hard at casting their 
vision for the rest of this year and next. 
I am excited to see their planning come 
to fruition and to see people I haven’t 
seen in awhile and to be a part of the 
growth in our ministries. The last couple 
years have been tough with everything 
happening in our world and to start 
anew is exciting. Fall Kickoff is Sunday 
September 11 and Wednesday,  
September 14; I’m looking forward to it!

Adam Holmes, Council President

The story of our faith is one of reimagination. As God interacts with the created 
world, we are encouraged and even required to imagine a new way of being. 

When God pours out the Holy Spirit upon the followers of Jesus,  
he gives them the power to dream without limit about the ways we are  

being transformed into something new. 

How is God transforming you into something new?
How can your imagination inspire generosity in 2023?

Look for materials to arrive and be available
at worship in late September. 
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As we move into autumn, I pray that you become 
ever more aware of the presence and work of the 
Holy Spirit in your lives and in the world. Then 
share your stories with one another—at fellowship 
after worship or over the dinner table or coffee—
that you may be a witness to just how amazing 
our God—through the Holy Spirit—is!   

- Pastor Ann

Let’s get social! 
@trinitylonglake

  Thanks
 for making 
  summer           grea

t!


